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Oxnard School District officials got slapped with
multiple lawsuits from angry and frustrated parents
of special education students at Wednesday’s school

board meeting.

The 14 complaints are for failure to conduct
evaluations of children with special needs and to

https://www.vcreporter.com/2016/09/critical-mass-oxnard-school-district-hit-with-multiple-lawsuits-over-special-ed-services/

9l
fri

1/6


https://www.vcreporter.com/category/authors/david-michael-courtland/
https://www.vcreporter.com/category/news/
https://www.vcreporter.com/category/city/oxnard/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvmeqWmI2GyFN3KmIY_PgvSvg9feKLei4JCnBxUGPqSsugD83vA_k6UBzPUSoXAvNuyEMWMOW4vQ3Ecnz25iTP1OXJOVqNQafxFgkDQEo91jlhc7plABZuNrwLtoJ_jeu49oqCXAtR7S_q1ie0BSNs-TvfcuX2g7nKd140AuSVuIdHY60H1bNw5RKGcR4rOA0KTSttVc3JfstrfH3cM15UzSwPArOEGMVHDOZMUmYwEeIJ4Py-65iA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJ5T5KT-MZGC&adurl=https://www.vcreporter.com/2017/11/54436/&nm=1
http://twitter.com/share?text=CRITICAL%20MASS%20%7C%20Oxnard%20School%20District%20hit%20with%20multiple%20lawsuits%20over%20special%20ed%20services&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcreporter.com%2F2016%2F09%2Fcritical-mass-oxnard-school-district-hit-with-multiple-lawsuits-over-special-ed-services%2F&via=vc_reporter
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcreporter.com%2F2016%2F09%2Fcritical-mass-oxnard-school-district-hit-with-multiple-lawsuits-over-special-ed-services%2F&t=CRITICAL%20MASS%20%7C%20Oxnard%20School%20District%20hit%20with%20multiple%20lawsuits%20over%20special%20ed%20services
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fventuracountyreporter%2F&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&kid_directed_site=0&app_id=239606496195699
https://www.vcreporter.com/
http://vcreporter.com/
https://www.vcreporter.com/category/news/
https://www.vcreporter.com/category/artandculture/
https://www.vcreporter.com/category/music/
https://www.vcreporter.com/category/opinion/
https://www.vcreporter.com/category/dining/
https://www.vcreporter.com/category/specialissues/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/clubs/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/performances/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/exhibitions/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/openings/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/concerts/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/libraries/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/community-centers/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/galleries/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/theatersplayhouses/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/museums/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/concert-venues/
https://www.vcreporter.com/events/category/restaurants/
https://www.facebook.com/venturacountyreporter/
https://twitter.com/vc_reporter
https://www.instagram.com/vc_reporter/
http://twitter.com/share?text=CRITICAL%20MASS%20%7C%20Oxnard%20School%20District%20hit%20with%20multiple%20lawsuits%20over%20special%20ed%20services&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcreporter.com%2F2016%2F09%2Fcritical-mass-oxnard-school-district-hit-with-multiple-lawsuits-over-special-ed-services%2F&via=vc_reporter
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcreporter.com%2F2016%2F09%2Fcritical-mass-oxnard-school-district-hit-with-multiple-lawsuits-over-special-ed-services%2F&t=CRITICAL%20MASS%20%7C%20Oxnard%20School%20District%20hit%20with%20multiple%20lawsuits%20over%20special%20ed%20services

12/20/2017 CRITICAL MASS | Oxnard School District hit with multiple lawsuits over special ed services|VC Reporter | Southland Publishing

provide appropriate services to them, explained
attorney Janeen Steel of the Learning Rights Law

Center.

“This is the largest number of complaints (against a
school district) that I know of in the state,” said
Steel, who is working with the parents and civil

rights attorney Shawna Parks.

Hook up with us

here and get the

latest news,
The complaints are mainly that children are falling updates and
behind in school because they have not been tested some free stuff.
for learning disabilities or given the help they need
after they have been tested. Another concern is that
translation services have not been provided for
Spanish-speaking students, whose parents are
worried because their children are not learning
English.
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Parks said these types of complaints aren’t unusual.
The issue is that district officials have let the
problem become much worse than she and Steel
have generally encountered. “The difference here is
the scope and the depth of the problem,” Parks said.
“The delay is definitely extreme for these types of

cases.”

Many of the cases involved students who had been
falling further and further behind for years,
including one hearing-disabled boy in sixth grade
who is still reading at a second grade level. “That
really struck us as unusual, how long these kids
have been going without services,” Parks said,
adding that district officials have had more than
enough warning that there was a problem. “There

were plenty of red flags such as test scores to let the

https://www.vcreporter.com/2016/09/critical-mass-oxnard-school-district-hit-with-multiple-lawsuits-over-special-ed-services/

PHOTO WINNERS

2/6


https://i2.wp.com/www.vcreporter.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/cover2-122117.jpg?ssl=1
http://twitter.com/share?text=CRITICAL%20MASS%20%7C%20Oxnard%20School%20District%20hit%20with%20multiple%20lawsuits%20over%20special%20ed%20services&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcreporter.com%2F2016%2F09%2Fcritical-mass-oxnard-school-district-hit-with-multiple-lawsuits-over-special-ed-services%2F&via=vc_reporter
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcreporter.com%2F2016%2F09%2Fcritical-mass-oxnard-school-district-hit-with-multiple-lawsuits-over-special-ed-services%2F&t=CRITICAL%20MASS%20%7C%20Oxnard%20School%20District%20hit%20with%20multiple%20lawsuits%20over%20special%20ed%20services

12/20/2017 CRITICAL MASS | Oxnard School District hit with multiple lawsuits over special ed services|VC Reporter | Southland Publishing

district know that they should have been doing

more,” Parks said.

The delay has not only affected students but staff,
as special education administrators who
complained appeared to have been placed on leave
for political reasons. “I felt frustrated, because my
life has been advocating for kids and I don’t know
how to play politics,” said one former district
administrator who asked not to be named for fear

of retaliation.

“There is no accountability,” the former
administrator continued, adding that he had told
Oxnard School District Superintendent Cesar
Morales not to ignore special education parents.
“He said he doesn’t work for them, he works for the

school board.”

Longtime Oxnard School District special education
teacher Cynthia Garcia said Tuesday, Sept. 20, that
she was demoted to support staff for helping the

Spanish-speaking families of special education

students make their complaints. “Right now I'm out

on health leave because of the stress,” said Garcia, a

31-year OSD employee.

Retaliation against advocates was one of the
complaints made by protestors at OSD’s June 1
meeting, when parents of special education
students demanded Morales’ resignation. Even so,
Morales recently relayed that he is satisfied that
OSD is doing all it can to work with those parents

and resolve their complaints.

“I'm not concerned at this point, the school board is

in support of the direction of the district,” Morales
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