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[[I The legislative process begins when a legisla-
tor requests that the Office of Legislative -
Counsel draft a bill based on materials sub-
mitted by the legislator,

[l Once the bill is drafted, the legislator intro-
© duces it 5 the Assembly or the Senate.

[0 The Rules Committee assigns the bill to a
policy committee (e.g., the Senate Judiciary
Conumittee) where it is set for a public hear-

* ing. During the hearing, the policy commitiee
examines the policy issues that the legisla-
tion raises. The committee votes either {o
pass the bill, with or without amendments, or
to hold (defeat) the bill.

UJ If the policy committee passes the bill, and
the bill has no fiseal impact, it moves directly
to the floor.

[ If the policy committee passes the bill and
the bill has fiscal impact, it is scheduled for a
public hearing in a fiscal comrnittee. The fis-
cal committee determines or estimates the
costs that would result from enactiment of
the bill and whether or not those costs re-
quire state funding, If the bill passes the fls-

cul committee, it is then sent to the floor of
the first house,

[1 On the floor, the entire Em#&mﬂﬁb of the
house votes to approve or defeat the biil.

C1 If approved by one house, the bill is sent to
the other house, where the process repeats.

{1 Jf the bill passes the second house without,
amendinents, it is sent to the Governor for
his signature or veto.

O If the bill is amended in the second house, it
returns to the first house for a concurrence
vote.

[0 If the first house concurs in the amendments,
the bill is sent to the Govemnor.

[ If the first house does not concur in the
amendments, the bill goes to a conference
comrnittee where legislators from both hous-
es attempt to craft a compromise that, if rati-
fied by both houses, is sent to the Governor.

UJ The Governor may sign or veto the bill, or
may allow it to become law without his or
her signature.

The Withess’s
Role in the
i, Legislative

~  Process

A significant portion of the legislative process
takes place in the policy and fiscal committees
of the two houses. The role of our witnesses is
to testify before committees as advocates for the
Judicial Council. During a committee hearing,
witnesses employ their special expertise or
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