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SACRAMENTO LEGAL OFFICE
100 Howe Avenue, Suite 235 North, Sacramento, CA 95825-8202
Telephone: (916) 488-9950 Fax: (916) 488-9960
Toll Free/TTY/TDD: (800) 776-5746
Note: When this memorandum was originally published we were known as Protection & Advocacy,

Inc. (PAI). In October 2008, we changed our name from PAI to Disability Rights California.

MEMORANDUM
Nhu': Gwhwagpgpnn Unnukphu
NhU uN1UDP8: Protevtion &Advocacy, Inc
SUMS: Fnnnpuwighp utpyuyugub] whwnniptwtu nbd  California

Tort Act ophtwigdh hhdwtu Jpuw: (Filing Claims Against the
Government Under the California Tort Claims Act)

[ed Uul u: Ognuwnu 23, 2001

1. ‘Lhpwoénipjniu

Uuihdnpuhwynd, Unipwljut Juwutubph hwnnignd unwtwine  hwdup,
Uwhipwt nuwh nwip npbilt hwuwpuwujutu dupdth (Whowlut,
oppwtwght Jud mbnujutu wyhnwljutu dwupduh) Jud ybunwljut
wohuwiinnnh, wuhpwdbon £ pnnnpuighp Ubpluyugub] np wdpnnowgunid k
California Tort Claims Actophtuwigdéh California Government (Gov't) Code-
810-996.6hwnnnjwdutiph wwhwueutipp: Nwqunby wuwpwquubpnd, nuim
Juiptih sk pwighp nptik ynmwljutu dupduh pbd Uynrpuljut
Juuuubph hwnnignud unwuwnt hwudwp, Gpht ygumows, qpuynp
pnnnpuighp subpuyuggh 6 wduju pupwgpnid: Ntnbuwpwn, Gph nnip
unyuhul] Juwuduwd (hutp wbunnipjutu ynnuhg G wnwidd sguujuuwp
nuunwuwu gnpd pwghp, nnip nin  whwnp £ pnnnpughp ubpuyugubp Abp
hpwyntupubpp wuwonwuwubint Gr punpnipniuubp Juunwpbine wqun
hpwyntup niubuwne uky:

California Tort Claims Actophuwighdp tvhengutip £ vowh; npht whwp k
htwntiip whnnipjutu nbd pnnnpuwighp Ubpyuyugubint dudwtwy
wnipwlwtu Juwuubtph hwnnignd unwtwne hwdwp: Uju hniwpninep
pwgwwnpnd £ Ophtwgéh wdbtwuowuwuihg dwubkpp: Uju hnpwpninpp
hhduJwd £ wju opkuph Yypw npp nidh dbe £ wju hnowpneh gph wnudwt

“Working in partnership with people with disabilities — to protect, advocate for and advance their
human, legal and service rights; striving toward a society that values all people and supports
their rights to dignity, freedom, choice and quality of life.”
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dudwuwl npp, wuljuuluwod, Gupwiuw b tnhnjudwy: Lnyguwybu, Abp
Utipujugpwd nuwh punypp §'npnoh gnpopupwgp b
dudwtwugnigulp: Ukup Atiq hwudAuwpupnd Gup junubtip
hudwyuwunwujuwt uunwpwuh hbn nph duutwghnngeyniup
puljuntd £ wiyju optuph ohph dbte (ophuwl” wuhwwmwlwu Juuwujuop
Jquu pduljuu dwutwghnnipyutu upjuwp fhpunnd) duutuhunnidg
mbntynyeyniut Atnp ptptint AGp htwpwydnp pnnnpuigptiph Ge nhdnwh
dudwtwljugnigujutiph 2nipg:

2. Gpp L wubhpwdton pnnnpuqghp utpjuyugubi

“tnip Juipnn bGp whnnipjutup nunh hwtudubine npnond Juiyugubp
quuuqut yuwmdwnubpny: NMwwniwnutphg dtyp Jupnn bt (hubp wiu np
whunwluwu npbil dupdht nnuwyniubp £ AGp hpwdniupubpp, Jud wyt
yunwupiwtwwnnt £ dwuhquu, $hghujut Juuuduéph Jud Jupjudwihu
Juwuh: Gpt wtwunieniup Atq Juwu E ygqundwnb), wyuw wju nhuh
Juuwup Ynygnid E “tort”: “Tort claim” utplwjwgunn wuhwnp, npp
punhwtpwywtu Juwujwd wuhwwnt b hunwd, §nsynid £ “pnnnpuqpnn
(claimant)® Gptpht pninp ntupbpnid, nnip, npuku pnnnpugpnn, whwnp L
nhutp tort claimh tpt nnip thnpAnwd Gp npudwluu Juu “Juuutbph”
huwninnignud unwtwy whnwuwu dwupduh Yynnuhg: Gov't Codeh hunnjuwéd
ubp 905, 905.2

3. (4 Jupnn £ ponnpughp Ubplyuyuguby

“tnip huputipn Atp Unnuhg Jud wyp Juwudwd wuhwinh Ynnuhg Jupnn
tp whnhwlwtu dwpduh ntd pnnnpwghp tbpyuyuguti: Gov't Codeh
hunguoubp 910, 910.2 “duwuduop” towuwlnd t ny vhwju bhghuljut
Juuuquwop wy twht wuduwluu gnyptph (niukgqudputp) Juuwuguwdp b
wuwonwuwujwd hpuydnituputiph nuintwlnfuntd:

4. Dbusygtu pnnnpuighp utpluyuguby

“tnip Jupnn tp opewuuht Juwd mbtnuijuu wghunwljuu dupduh Jud
w2luwrinnnh nbd pnnnpwghp utpuyugut; ninnuijh dwupduh Jupswut
hwudtwdnnnyh Jwu gpwagph vnu: bnip Jupnn Gp wudwdp hwuduby
pnnnpuighpp Juwu thnunny niuplb: Gov't Codeh hwindud 915(a)

“tnip Jupnn tp twhwugh Jud twhwuquiht gnpduljupnipjutu Jud
woluwinnnh ntu pnnnpuwghp Ubpuyugut] Lwhwuquiht Ywpswuut
Swuduwdnnnyh (SBC) unwn, Jud pnnnpuwghpp wnwubing nphik;



nbnuiuu SBC qpwubtiyul Juwd thnuinny niqnupybind gpuwgnp
gnuwubtyul;: Gov't Codeh hunnqud 915(b) SBCh qpiuwdnp
gpuubtyjuyh hwugbu E.

State Board of Control
Government Claims Branch
P.O. Box 3035

Sacramento, CA 95812-3035
(916) 323-35644quju)

(916) 323-57683wpu)

“tnip Jupnn tp wwhwugk] pnnnpwgph At htnwaAwjubing SBCh wuyAwp
1-800-955-004htnwjunuwhwdwpny, Jud Jupnn Gp hunbputnh dhongny
Atiip ytpgutip SBC websitdrg, www.boc.cahwnet.gov/GovCIims.himaughyng :

Gpti nnip pnnnpwighpp wudwdp utpyujugutip, pnnnpugph pduiwup
Uthth hwtudtudwt opjuw pwluwip: Gph nnip pnnnpwighpp thnuwnny
ninwpytp, pnnnpwgph pduliwup Yhtuh thnunh wnwpdwu pdulutup Gi ng
pt whnnwwu dwpduh pnnnpughpp unnwtwnt pquwun :

Gpt nnip npnotip pnnnpuwigph nhunwip thnuwninyg niquwipytp, dbup Akq
hwuAtwpwpnd Gup np niqupytp wuuwhnqudé’ yhpunupdh Jupnu
wwhuwughiny: Mbtnwljutu npng dvwpdhuubp ntuku hphug pnnnpugph
Atittipp: Uju Abtbpp unwtwnt hwdwp nonip Jupnn Gp Juuwybp upwtg
htiin: Ujupwt dudwtwl np pnnnpuigph ke hwjintt] Gp wwhwusgud
nbtnbynipiniuutpp @butul] ubpptind), wqupunwnhp sk np gnpowodtp
whunwlwlu dwupdtuh hwwnndy pnnnpuigpp AGip:

5.  Fnnnpuigph nhunidh wuwpniuwlnipyniup

SNwdwadwju  Nanwutu Unnh 916G hwwnduwoh, whnwlwu dupduh nbd
utpuyuguwéd pnnnpwighpp whtwnp £ wupnitwyh hGnbywiubpp.
A.2Qtp wuniup (pnnnpwignnnh wuntup) b twdwugpujuu huwughbu.

B. ®nunnwpynujhtt hwiught npnbn Jguuluwtwp wqnugpbpp
uthwuuwy .

C. Fnnnpwghpp wnwowgunn wwwwhwph pdulwup, Jugpp, G
wuwpwquwubkpp (wyuhupu, tqupugptp ph huy L wuwnwhb G ph
htuswhu tp Juuwuyhk).

D. dutwuwdph, Juwuh Juwd Unpnuwnh dwuht punhwtnip
ntnblnipniu.



E. Gpti Aiq huguntuh E, whnwwtu wopuunnn(ubp)h wuntu(utp)p
np(ntup) wundwnty EEU) Juuududpp.

F. Gpt gnwwpp $10,000Rg thnpp b, Ugkp wwhwieynn gnidwph
nnupuyht wpdtpp (Ukpwnting htnhwqu Juwuubph
quuwhwwnwljuup) G gndwph hwoqupyuwu hhupp. i,

G.Gpt gnudwpp $10,000hg pwipadp E, pnnnpuignh nhunwdh dpuw
dwutwynp gndwpuwht wpdtp Ughp Akquuphg sh wuwhwueynid:
Ujuntwdbtwjupy, nnip wuwpunwynp Gp Uohy Gph hutunhpp
“cwhdwtugwd punwpuwghwliwu fuunhp” £: Gov't Codep huninjwéd
910(f), tix California Civil Code of Procedutehuiinqudutipn 85, 86:

fvunph “vwhdwtwéd punuwpwghwljut fjuunhp” nuuybp Juhudwéd E Abp
wwhwtowd npudwlut Juwuutph hunnigdwtu gndwphg Gr yhunwu
dwpuuhg wj hwnnignudutp wuwhwugkinig: Cunhwupwuwbu, vh junhp
“unhdwtwd punuwpuwghwwu jutunhp” £ nuuynd Gph Atp wuwhwuywd
gnwfwpp $25,000hg thnpp E (pwgunking thwunwpwtwutu uwugutpt
nt owuutipp) ir nnip stip wjuwrhwugnid htmbtyuutphg nptth UGYp.

1. dtpouwuwu J&hn (npp Upwuwynid k, nuuwpuwuught hpudwt
wpAwJwod dtpeuwluwu punwhg htnin np hpwhwugnod E Juud
wngbnwd £ qunwduwpuluwtu dupdtuht Atnuwpybne wyt pught nph
dwuht pnnnp tp Ubpluyugyty).

2. Uupuéwht niubgquoph hpwduwigph wuwhuty,
3. Family Codédr ohphg ubtpu nptit hpwdwuh Yhpunnd, Jud

4. Ophtwwu hwinnignid (Wuhwtek nunwpwuhg hwjnwpupbpnt
Unnutiph hpwynitupubpt ni wj ophtwjwu Juwbpp hwuwmwwnnn
hwpwptpnipyntuutpp wnwug optuph hwpunpnud Juwd Yhpwnnod
hpwhwugbint), pugh wyu hushg np pnypuwnpynd £ Code of Civil
Procedurgr hwnjud 8611u:

Code of Civil Procedurp-hwngué 580

6. dJuwdwtwljugniguljubp

California Tort Claims Actophtwghdp wnwewnpnid E juhuwn
dudwtuwugniguljutin npnug nnip whwnp £ htnbitip Gpp whnwljut
dwpuuh nbd pnnnpuigph Akt Gp [pugpti: “knip whwnp L phund
utipuyugutp wuhwnuwljutu Juwududph hwdwp (huswku ophuuwly,
dwhqut, $hghuiutu Juwudwoph, Jud wuduwluwu niutgquoph
Unpnuunh nhyptpnd) Juwuquwoph wuwwnwhwphg htinn dbg wdugur
pupwgpnid: Gov't Codep hunnjwé 911.2



Cpt Juwuqwopp unwuwnt dudwuwl sghinbp ph huynt whkwp k
pnnnpwghp Ubpyuyugutip (huswtu ophtiwly, npng pdjulut
dwutwghwnnipyuu uppwp Jhpundwtu nhupbpnid), dbg wduguw
dudwuwluwhwnduwop Juuyh wju wuwhhg Gpp nnip ghnwlygbp, Jud
whwnp £ ghnwlgwd [huthp wuwwmdwnp: Ophtwlyh hwdwp,

intiutip, Whitfield v. Roth(1974) 10 C.3d 874, 112 Cal Rptr 540

7. i ubpuyugud pnnnpuigptp

Gpptidt pnnnpuwigpnnp wihwnwuwt Juwujwdéph pnnnpwghp
ubpyuyugubint hwdwp ybig wduhg wdbh £ ugquund: Syyup nhugpnid,
optupp tGpynt vnwpptip pnnnpugptph htin twppbp dninbgnud E gnig
wnwihu. pnnnpwgptn, npnup wgupquuwhbu n Gu hwtududbp Gr
pnnnpwignptip, npnup ni? Gu hwududbp, pwyg puybpuygyt Gu “nip
hwuAtuynn pnnnpuwignph nhunwdh” hiwn:

Gpt nnip pnnnpwighp shp Ubtpyuyugphp Juwudwopp unwtwinig htinn yhg
wuuju pupwgpnid, nnip Jupnn Gp Unpgul AGp nuun pwghint hpudniupp
pwigh wjut wuwpuwquynd Gpp nnip gpuynp “nhdtip” whinwuwtu dwupduht
npwbugh Atiq pnyguwnpbiu n nhund tbpuyugubtine:: Gov't Codeh
hwnqud 911.4(a) 2tp twdwnwd, nnip whwnp L wutp ph huy gunlwn
(utip)ny nnip Atp nhunwip shtp UbpQuyugptp Atp Juwuduwopp utnwuwinig
htitnn g wdujw pupwgpnud Gi wbhwnp £ ubpthultp hujuluwt
pnnnpuighpp: Gov't Codeph hunnquo 911.4(b)/1ip pnnnpwighp
ubpyuyugubnt snpu wpnupwuwh ygundwnubp Ju.

1. Unwpunitup, wuqgnnipiniu, wuwulup Jud ubkpbh wuhngnipntl,
2. Utsuthwhwunipintu (nhunud ubipuyugunnp tnbp E wusuhuwhuwu
wiupnny ytg wdujuw pupwgpnid),
3. dhaqhjujut Jud dnwiht wuupnnnipniu, Go
4. ‘thdnd ubpujugunnh dwhwuwip:
(Stiu Gov't Codeh hunnqud 911.6(b))

“tnip whwnp £ gphwynp nhutp hwuwpwuuwu dupdtuht gunowk
dudwtwuuhongnid, Juwududpp unwuwinig htnn UGl nwpht swugud,
niy nhutnt hpwyniup Atnp phptint hwdwp: Gov't Codep hunguwéd
911.4(b) Nty nhutint “punniutiih (hubp” npngynid £ hwdwadwyu nhuph, i
nptit nbwpnd tnyuhul] wdtuwwpd nwgndp Jupnn E wupunniubih
hwdwpyt: Nptdta, pnip ni phutint hpuwygniup Atnp phptint hwdup
wybwnp E nhdtp wnwiug hwuunbine:



8. DPus I hunwd ubpyuyugyud pnnnpuighpp

Fnnnpwghpp utpqujwgubinig htwnn, hwtAuwdnnnyp! uytkwp L
yuwnwuliwuh (Engpunph Jud dkpdh pnnnpuwighpp widpnnenipyudp Juid
dwutwlyhnpttu) 45 opju pupwigpnd: Gph hwudAuwdnnndp suuwwuuwuh,
pnnnpwghpp hwdwpynid £ dtpdquo 45n opp: Gov't Codep hwnyguwdutip
912.6(a), 912.4(c)

9. MNbtunwluwtu dwupduht nuwnh hwudutp et pnnnpwghpp
utpdqty £

Nwuduwdnnnyp whnp b Akq ntntuguh pnnnpuigph dtpwptipyug hp
Jujugnpuwoé npnguwt dwuhtu (quud dwdwuwlht snhutint wuwndwnny hp
Ubtpddwtu npnonth dwuht): Gph hwudutwdnnnyp wdpnnonipjuup ud
dwutwyhnpbtu dtpdh Atp pnnnpwaghpp, wqnuaghpp AGg niquplbineg
htinn wbhnwljutu duputuph nbd nuun pughint ytg wdhu dudwtuwl niubp:
Gov't Codep hwnqudutipn 913, 945.6(a)(1)

Gph hwuAuwdnnnyp ptpwuw Atq nbtnbugub; hp Jujugnpud (Quud
squyugnuwd) npnonith twuhtu, wwuw tdwt phpugndp Jutjuwpwuyh
npuhku pnnnpuwigph dtpdnd (husytu wugtg yhpbmd) Ge nnip g yug
ntypnwd Juuwup unwuwnt ophg uuwd Unitubuwp Gpynt wmwph
dudwuwl] npuhkugh nuwn pughp: Gov't Codep hunjuo 945.6(a)(2)

Gpt nnip htwpuwynpnipintu snittp nunnuwutu gnpd pughy towtwyyud
dudwuwuopswund npnghtuntt nnip pwtnnd Gp, nnip whwp L pugkp
nuwn Atp (wjuhupu wpAwlytinig htnn): Gov't Codep hunguwd 945.6(b)

Upyhtu wuqud, huyybu pugunpytg ytpbinod, wgg
dJudwtwljugniguljutip Gt gnpépupwguht pugitip Jupnn Gu Jhpwun
Jbt; Atp nGupht, nipbdu dGup hwtudtwpupnod Gup np nnip junubtip
thwunwpwuh htn AGp Jugnipyuup guumowd, wybih duuatwhwmnndy
mbntlynieynit unwuwpnt hudup:

Swdwdwju Government Codewnqud 900.2h “hwtdAuwdnnny”-h
uwhdwunwiu E.

(w) mEnuutu hwuwpuuuu dwupduh gqupuquht, nbnuut
hwuwpwluwlwu dwpduh Junwduwpnn Swppp G

(p) Lwhwugh wuwpwquynd, Lwhwuquyht dwpswut Swudtwdnnnyp





